Threshold Concept Progression – Geography
	Concept 
	Definition 
	Key Stage One 
Year 1/2
	Lower Key Stage Two 
Year 3/4
	Upper Key Stage Two 
Year 5/6

	Sustainability
	Sustainability: using natural resources in a way that we could keep doing for a long time
	Children will know what recycling is and its purpose. They will understand that by recycling they are being more sustainable. 
	Children understand that sustainability is using resources in a way that we could keep doing so for a long time. They will know where food comes from and what measures have been or could be put in place to make this more sustainable. 
	Children will know that the way they lead their lives will have an impact on the planet and will be able to evaluate their impact. They know ways in which we can use and produce energy and materials more sustainably.

	Environment

	Environment: all the physical surroundings on earth are called the environment. The environment includes everything living and everything non-living.
	Children show an understanding of their local environment including the school building and progressing to the local village. 
	Children show an understanding of the environment of local towns and are able to compare it to that of Bradfield. They are able to consider what the environment is like in European countries. 
	Children know about their local environment and that further afield. They are able to compare the environments in countries in North and South Americal with that of the UK. They will consider ways to protect the environment and be able to explain the impact humans have on the environment and the best ways to mitigate this. 

	Physical Process
	Physical Process: ways in which the earth changes by interacting with itself
	Children understand what weather is and that weather can change from day-to-day or even hourly. They know that weather is linked to the season.

	Children will have an understanding that a physical process is the way the earth interacts with itself. They will know about specific processes such as Techtonics and water erosion caused by rivers. 
	Children will have an understanding of how different physical processes made and change the shape of mountains as well as shape the coastline. They will have a good understanding of water erosion. 

	Human Process
	Human Process: the way the Earth changes by humans interacting with it
	Children will know how humans use and change land in and around Bradfield. They will be able to make observations about how humans have changed the environment. 
	Children will develop an understanding of the impact of humans on the Earth. They can talk about what humans have done and the effect humans have on the environment. 
	Children will be able to compare how humans impact the planet in different areas of the world. They understand how the way we live our lives has an impact on the environment. 

	Human Feature
	Human Feature: a man-made feature
	Children will be able to classify features as human and know that they are man-made. 
	Children will be able to classify a wider range of features as being a human feature. They will consider the impact of human features on the environment. 
	Children will be able to classify an extensive range of features as being a human feature. They will consider the impact of human features on the environment.

	Physical Feature
	Physical Feature: a naturally occurring feature
	Children will be able to classify features as physical and know that these are naturally occurring 
	Children will be able to classify a wider range of features as being a physical feature.
	Children will be able to classify an extensive range of features as being a physical feature.

	Country
	Country: a piece of land governed by a group of people
	Children understand that a country is an area of land. They understand that the UK is made up of four countries and they can name these. Children are aware that land on Earth is split into countries. 
	Children know that a country is a piece of land governed by a group of people. They will begin to consider the similarities and differences between the UK and other countries in Europe.
	Children know that a country is a piece of land governed by a group of people. They will begin to consider the similarities and differences between the UK and other countries in North and South America.

	Continents
	Continents: large area of land usually a continental tectonic plate
	Children will know that continents are a way of splitting the world up into large areas of land. They will be able to name all seven continents and explain that they live in Europe. 
	Children will know more knowledge about how continents have come to be including how tectonic plates help define the boundaries. They will be able to explain the location of some counties using the continent is in. 
	They will be able to explain the location of more counties using the continent is in. Children will know similarities and differences between some continents and know that most continents include a range of similar physical and human features e.g mountains, coasts, rivers, vegetation belts. 

	Equator
	Equator: the line around the earth which splits the northern and southern hemisphere
	The children will know that the equator is an invisible line around the Earth. 
	The children will know that the equator is an invisible line around the Earth that splits the northern and southern hemispheres.

	The children will know that the equator is an invisible line around the Earth that splits the northern and southern hemispheres. Children know that the climate on the equator is hot and humid and that this is the location of much of the world's rainforests. 

	Settlement
	Settlement: places where humans live
	Children will know names of different types of settlement: hamlet, village, town, city. Children will know that there are settlements in different countries which are similar to those in the UK.
	Children will show an understanding of how different settlements have grown and changed over time. This will include nucleated and linear settlements. Children will show an understanding of what it is like to be in different settlements. 
	

	United Kingdom
	United Kingdom: a country made up of Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) and Northern Ireland
	Children understand that the UK is made up of four countries. They know the capital cities of each country. 
	Children will know that not all regions of the UK are the same. They know what the main regions of the UK are known for. Children understand that the UK can also be split into counties.  
	Children are able to compare the UK with other countries of North and South America. Children know the main transport hubs within the UK and can locate larger cities within the UK. 

	Regions
	Regions: an area, especially part of a country or the world, having definable characteristics but not always fixed boundaries
	Children understand that the UK can be split into different areas by their locality e.g. The Southeast (where they live) 
	Children know in detail about a different region in the UK. They know what it is famous for and how it is similar or different to where they live. They know that some regions of the UK are known for different foods e.g. southwest is known for dairy products 
	Children know that other countries also have regions e.g. USA has the ‘east coast’ or the ‘south’. They know that these areas have human and physical differences and can name some of these. 

	Economy

	Economy: describes how a country or place is doing in producing and making goods, and how much money it has.
	Children know basic economic characteristics of the countries they study and will be able to compare both countries. 
	Children know that different regions of the UK are known for producing different goods or services. They know the Central Business District of towns impact the economic output of the area. Children know that where their food comes from helps support jobs and the economy in the region it was produced. They are able to compare the economic output of the UK with those of the European Union. 
	Children will be able to compare more deeply the economic activity of different countries in North and South America compared with that of the UK. They will know the economic impact of being more sustainable with energy and materials as well as implementing coastal defences. Children know that gross domestic product (GDP) is a way of comparing economic output of different countries. 

	Time Zones/ Prime Meriden
	Time Zone (Prime Meriden): is a designated area of the globe that observes a uniform standard time for legal, commercial and social purposes.
	Children know that not all countries have the same time. 
	Children know that time zones are different across the world. They know that the world can be split into the northern and southern hemisphere by the equator. They also know that the globe can be split into the eastern and western hemispheres by Greenwich, London and the international date line.  
	Children know that there are different time zones across the world. They know that the planet can be split into longitude and latitude. They understand that Greenwich is the Prime Meridien, which is located at 0 degrees longitude.

	Climate/ Weather
	Climate: the weather conditions over a long period of time.
	Children understand what weather is and that weather can change from day-to-day or even hourly. They know that weather is linked to the season. 
	Children know that climate is the weather conditions over long periods of time. They can explain that different places in the country or world have different climates and weather. 
	Children can explain why climate in different parts of the world are impacted by their position on the planet. They understand the impact of the equator and the tropics on the climate of the planet. Children can explain the impact humans are having on the climate of the planet and possible impacts of this. 



